
 

 

June 3, 2020 

Dear Cheektowaga-Sloan Community, 

I am writing to you in hopes that you will read this letter and share it with your children.  The recent events 

that have taken place in our Country since the tragic death of George Floyd have left all of us with 

overwhelming feelings of sadness, unrest and dismay.  In speaking with others from across our community, I 

know that these feelings are widely shared.   

It is challenging for us to connect and provide emotional support in the same way that we would if our students 

were in school, but we want our community to know that our counselors, social workers and support staff are 

ready and able to provide support to our students, staff and community. Please contact your child’s principal if 

your child, you, or a family member are in need of additional support.  I also want to remind you that our 

COVID-19 webpage offers additional District and local resources that provide social, emotional and mental 

health support for all residents.  

Last evening at our Public Hearing, we shared with the community how valuable we have found our 

partnership with the Erie County Restorative Justice Coalition to be this past year as we began implementation 

of a new initiative called, Restorative Practices.  Our focus this year placed great emphasis on the need to 

develop positive relationships between students, teachers and staff that are grounded in mutual respect and 

repairing harm when conflict arises. Restorative Practices has also provided us the opportunity throughout our 

District to allow time each day for students, teachers and staff to engage in Circles.  These Circles have 

resulted in inclusive decision making, a sense of belonging, appreciation of differences, repairing harm and 

rebuilding trust.  It is with great hope that our partnership with the Erie County Justice Coalition will enable us 

to continue to build positive relationships and connections among students, teachers and staff and be a 

platform for our learning community to share their feelings so that we can best understand one another and 

appreciate the differences that we all possess.   

We ask for your continued support as we work to make our schools in Cheektowaga-Sloan a District where all 

feel welcomed, supported and appreciated. The future change that we all need to see in society begins here, 

where we educate our leaders of tomorrow.  I want all of our students, staff and families to know that you are 

important, we care, and are there for you through challenging times.  

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. Andrea L. Galenski 


